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FOR DIRECTOR KEOGH FROM CHARGE 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: USIA WIRELESS FILE 
REF: STATE 116474 

1 . APPRECIATE YOUR INTEREST IN THIS EMBASSY' S EXPERIENCE WITH 
USIA WIRELESS FILE. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN REFTEL AS 
FOLLOWS: 

2. WHILE FILE TOO OFTEN CONTAINES MATERIAL WHICH WE FIND EITHER 
EXTRANEOUS TO OUR PURPOSES OR SOMEWHAT CUMBERSOME TO PROCESS 
IN THE FORM RECEIVED, ITS GENERAL USEFULNESS TO US IS QUITE HIGH 
AND ON MANY OCCASIONS INDISPENSABLE, PARTICULARLY IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE TIMELY RECEIPT OF MAJOR POLICY STATEMENTS AND RELATED 
BACKGROUND MATERIALS. 

3. I FEEL THAT DISCONTINUANCE OF FILE WOULD INDEED WORK 

A HARDSHIP ON THIS MISSION. DAILY AND DEPENDABLE RECEIPT OF 
MATERIALS ALLUDED TO IN PARA 2 ABOVE PROVIDES AN INVALUABLE 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON BOTH DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN CONCERNS 
AFFECTING 

U. S. WHICH IS DIFFICULT TO COME BY THROUGH OTHER MEDIA OUTLETS. 
PROBLEM OF EFFECTIVE ACCESS TO AUTHORITATIVE BACKGROUND IS 
PARTICULARLY ACUTE IN ENVIRONMENT SUCH AS ROMANIA' S WHERE 
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MAIL SYSTEMS ARE UNRELIABLE AND TARDY AND WHERE LOGISTICAL ASO 
WELL AS POLITICAL FACTORS TEND TO LIMIT THE KINDS AND AMOUNTS 
OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US. 

4. I WOULD BE GLAD TO DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT WITH YOU IN GREATER 
DETAIL DURING YOUR JULY 5-7 VISIT HERE. 

MARTENS 
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